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MEMORANDUM 

  

From: Michael Cady – Senior Biologist 

Subject: Biological Resources Analysis for the Buena Vista Project 

Date: August 18, 2020 

Attachment(s): A) Photo Exhibit; B) Google Earth Imagery of the Project Site; C) Plant Compendium; D) 

Wildlife Compendium; E) Sensitive Resources Databases Query Results; F) Historic 

California Natural Diversity Database Records; G) Special-Status Plant Species Potential 

to Occur; H) Special-Status Wildlife Species Potential to Occur; I) Historical Aerial Imagery 

of the Project Site from 1948; J) National Wetlands Inventory Results; K) Wildlife Corridors 

and Habitat Connectivity Exhibit; L) California Natural Community Conservation Plans 

  

 

This memorandum (memo) details the methodology and results of Dudek’s site visit and analysis for the potential 

occurrence of sensitive resources within the proposed Buena Vista Project (project). The Project site is located at 

1030–1380 North Broadway and 1251 North Spring Street, within the vicinity of the Chinatown neighborhood, 

downtown Los Angeles, Lincoln Heights, and Dodger Stadium/Elysian Park. The analysis was conducted in support 

of the Initial Study (IS) for the project to determine if additional studies or analysis are necessary. 

Methodology  

A review of existing information and a site visit was conducted to determine the biological resources that are 

present or have potential to occur on and adjacent to the project site. 

Literature Review 

A literature review was conducted prior to the field visit to identify special-status biological resources present or 

potentially present within the vicinity of the project site using the following: 

• California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) 

(CDFW 2020a) 

• California Native Plant Society’s (CNPS) Online Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants 

(CNPS 2020) 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) (USFWS 

2020a) 

• National Wetlands Inventory (USFWS 2020b) 

• California Sensitive Natural Communities (CDFW 2019a) 

• California Natural Community Conservation Plans Map, dated April 2019 (CDFW 2019b) 

• Consortium of California Herbaria (2020) 
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• Google Earth (Google 2020) 

• Historic Aerial Imagery (Nationwide Environmental Title Research 2019) 

• L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide: Your Resource for Preparing CEQA Analyses in Los Angeles (City of Los 

Angeles 2006a) 

Field Visit 

Dudek Senior Biologist Michael Cady performed the field survey for the project and adjacent areas on June 25, 

2020. Weather conditions during the survey ranged from 66 to 67 degrees Fahrenheit, cloudy skies, and no winds. 

The biological survey included identifying any vegetation communities and land covers present within the project 

site, an evaluation of any potential jurisdictional wetlands or waters onsite (a formal jurisdictional delineation was 

not conducted), and an evaluation of the potential for special-status species to occur. Plants and wildlife observed 

during the survey were recorded. 

Special-status Species Habitat Assessment 

Endangered, rare, or threatened plant species, as defined in Section 15380(b) of the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 

15000 et seq.), are referred to as “special-status plant species” in this report, and include endangered or 

threatened plant species recognized in the context of the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and federal 

Endangered Species Act (FESA) (CDFW 2019b) and plant species with a California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) 1 

through 2 (CNPS 2020b).  

Endangered, rare, or threatened wildlife species, as defined in CEQA Guidelines, Section 15380(b) (14 CCR 15000 

et seq.), are referred to as “special-status wildlife species” and, as used in this report, include (1) endangered or 

threatened wildlife species recognized in the context of CESA and FESA (CDFW 2020c); (2) California Species of 

Special Concern (SSC) (CDFW 2020d); and (3) mammals and birds that are fully protected species, as described in 

the California Fish and Game Code, Sections 4700 and 3511.  

For each species listed, a determination was made regarding the potential for the species to occur on site based 

on information gathered during the field reconnaissance survey, including the location of the site, habitats present, 

current site conditions, and past and present land use. 

Existing Conditions 

Representative photos are included as Attachment A (Photo Exhibit). 

The northern portion of the Project site includes landscaping/ornamental trees, foundation remnants, billboards, 

and graded areas used as a storage yard for construction equipment and bus storage. This section is surrounded 

by chain-link fencing along North Broadway and adjacent to the Metro L Line tracks. The northeastern tip of the 

Project site slopes down towards the Metro L Line tracks, near where North Broadway transitions into a bridge over 

the tracks. The Project site is isolated from the surrounding open space areas due to several transit corridors (i.e. 

North Broadway, Metro L Line), and the Los Angeles River in the vicinity of the Project site is fully paved and 

channelized; see Attachment B (Google Earth Imagery of the Project Site). There are open space areas near the 

project site, but these areas, including the Los Angeles State Historic Park, appear to be regularly mowed. 
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No native habitat is located on the project site or on the adjacent properties. Existing annual grasses, shrubs, and 

trees would be removed during project construction; however, the vegetated portions of the project site are almost 

exclusively non-native grasses and herbaceous annual plant species. As indicated in Appendix A (2016 Tree Report 

and 2020 Tree Survey and Update Memorandum) of the IS, none of the trees on the project site are native, with 

the exception of one desert fan palm (Washingtonia filifera), which is assumed to be planted since the project site 

is well outside of the natural range of the species. A compendium of the plant species observed on the project site 

is included as Attachment C (Plant Compendium). 

Due to the urbanized and disturbed nature of the project site, wildlife observed was limited to common species that 

are typical of urban environments. A compendium of the wildlife species observed on the project site is included as 

Attachment D (Wildlife Compendium). 

Results 

Special-status Species 

The results of the queries of the CNDDB, CNPS, and USFWS IPaC databases resulted in 69 special-status plant 

species and 38 special-status wildlife species with recorded occurrences in the U.S. Geologic Survey’s Los Angeles, 

California 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle, which contains the Project site, and surrounding quadrangles. The 

results of the database queries is included as Attachment E (Sensitive Resources Databases Query Results). 

Attachment F (Historic California Natural Diversity Database Records) shows the location of local recorded 

occurrences, including a southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) record that has been 

extirpated; the bird species is associated with riparian habitat and historically occurred in the Los Angeles River.  

No special-status listed plant or wildlife species are expected to occur in the project site. The project site does not 

support any native vegetation communities and the area appears to be regularly maintained, which limits or inhibits 

the potential for many native plant and wildlife species. Attachment G (Special-Status Plant Species Potential to 

Occur) and Attachment H (Special-Status Wildlife Species Potential to Occur) provide the species with recorded 

occurrences (CDFW 2020a, CNPS 2020a) in the project vicinity, their federal and state statuses, their associated 

habitats, and the determination of their potential to occur on site. The project site is not within any designated 

critical habitat (USFWS 2020a). 

Sensitive Natural Communities and Riparian Habitats 

No sensitive communities, as defined by CDFW (2020b), or riparian habitat occur on the project site. As shown in 

Attachment B, the project site consists of developed and disturbed areas dominated by non-native grasses and 

herbaceous annual plant species, with scattered non-native, ornamental shrubs. The project site also had a high 

abundance of trash further degrading its ecological value. 

The project is northwest of the Los Angeles River, which the USFWS has identified as wetland habitat. However, 

there are no riparian or other sensitive natural vegetation communities identified by USFWS or CDFW located on 

the project site. Historical aerials show that the project site has been routinely disturbed or supported development 

since 1948 (Nationwide Environmental Title Research 2019), as shown in Attachment I (Historical Aerial Imagery 

of the Project Site from 1948). Based upon the results of the field visit, the vegetated portions of the project site 

are dominated by non-native grasses and herbaceous annual plant species that do not constitute a sensitive natural 

community. As indicated in Appendix A of the IS, 2016 Tree Report and 2020 Tree Survey and Update 

Memorandum, none of the trees on the project site are native, with the exception of one desert fan palm 
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(Washingtonia filifera), which is assumed to be planted since the project site is well outside of the natural range of 

the species. 

Wetlands and Other Jurisdictional Waters 

No wetlands or other jurisdictional waters were observed on the project site. Additionally, no wetland or riparian 

features have been previously identified; as shown in Attachment J (National Wetlands Inventory Results). The 

project site is within a highly developed area and it is assumed that the hydrology has been substantially altered 

and any stormwater would be conveyed through a constructed stormwater system. 

Wildlife Corridors and Native Wildlife Nursery Sites 

Wildlife corridors and habitat linkages are features that promote habitat connectivity and are generally 

characterized as undisturbed canyon and riverine stream habitat areas. The project site does not reside within any 

designated wildlife corridors and/or habitat linkages identified in the South Coast Missing Linkages analysis project 

(South Coast Wildlands 2008), California Essential Habitat Connectivity project (Spenser et al. 2010), or as 

recognized by the City (2006a), as shown in Attachment K (Wildlife Corridors and Habitat Connectivity). The project 

site is developed with several buildings, and the project site is enclosed by several fences, with the Metro L Line 

tracks located adjacent and parallel to the southeastern project boundary. North Broadway, a major arterial in the 

City, is located to the northwest. The developed and disturbed character of the project site and associated fencing 

currently impedes wildlife movement through the project site. Wildlife at Elysian Park and Radio Hill Gardens do not 

have opportunities to use the project site for wildlife movement due to the presence of North Broadway between 

the project site and these parks. Also, there are no on-site drainages or ponds that may serve as habitat for 

migratory fish species.  

Due to the presence of physical barriers at the project site, the project would not affect the movement of any native 

resident or land-based wildlife species, nor would it affect established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors. 

Due to the lack of riparian or wetland habitats, the project would not affect any native resident or migratory fish 

movement.  

The project has vegetation that could provide nesting habitat for birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

(MBTA) (16 USC 703–712) and California Fish and Game Code Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513. Nesting bird 

surveys would be recommended prior to construction activities during the breeding bird season to comply with 

federal and state regulations. 

Local Policies or Ordinances 

As indicated in Appendix A, there are 20 trees on the project site with a diameter at breast height of eight inches or 

greater. These included 18 Canary Island date palm (Phoenix canariensis) trees, one Mexican fan palm 

(Washingtonia robusta), and one desert fan palm tree. The Canary Island date palm trees are located at the 

northeastern section of the site, clustered together at the northern end except for one tree, and the Mexican fan 

palm and desert fan palm trees are located at the southwestern section, generally north of Cottage Home Street. 

These trees are not protected under the City of Los Angeles Native Tree Protection Ordinance; this ordinance 

protects oak trees (Quercus sp.) that are indigenous to California, but excludes the scrub oak (Quercus dumosa), 

as well as the Southern California black walnut (Juglans californica var. californica), western sycamore (Platanus 

racemosa), and California bay laurel (Umbellularia californica) trees with a diameter at breast height of four inches 

or greater (City of Los Angeles 2006b). 
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Three off-site jacaranda (jacaranda mimosifolia) street trees are located adjacent to the bus stations within the 

public right-of-way. As a part of the pedestrian improvements, it is anticipated that these trees would be removed. 

The three street trees would be replaced in accordance with the LAMC Section 62.105, which requires a permit be 

obtained for construction in the public right-of-way. Street trees would be replaced in accordance with the City’s 

Urban Forestry Division requirements.  

Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or Other 

Conservation Plans 

The project site is not located within any habitat conservation plan, natural community conservation plan, or other 

conservation plans (CDFW 2019b), as shown in Attachment L (California Natural Community Conservation Plans). 
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Photo 1: Southern portion of the project site. Photo 2. Middle portion of the project site. 

  

Photo 3: Middle portion of the project site. Photo 4: Northern portion of the project site. 
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